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September 22, 2006

Ms. Dorothiea Roberts
301 Whitpain HIs
Blue Bell, Pennsylvania 19422-1345

Dear Ms. Roberts:

Thaiik'}Gli fOf C0ii~actillg me legaiding the NativnalS-ecuTIty Agency-'sdassi£ed ter..-orist
surveillance program. I appreciate hearing ftom you and having the benefit of your views.

On December 16, 2005, The New York Times reported that President Bush had authorized the
National Security Agency (NSA), in certain cases of suspected al Qaeda activity, to conduct
national security wiretaps outside of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Courts. The President
authorized the program days after the September 11thterrorist attacks.

Congress passed the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) (P.L. 95-511) in 1978 to
establish a ftamework for obtaining foreign intelligence related to espionage or terrorism through
the use of electronic surveillance. Under P.L. 95-511, the President, through the U.S. Attorney
General, may authorize electronic surveillance to obtain foreign intelligence for up to one year
without a court order if certain criteria are met and certified in writing under oath. You may be
interested to know Section 109 ofFISA authorizes bypassing the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Court if "authorized by statute."

As you may know, on March 16,2006, Senator Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania introduced S.
2453, the National Security Surveillance Act of2006. This measure would provide a means of
Congressional approval for the NSA wiretapping program, and modernize elements ofFISA to
address the latest technologies in surveillance. On September 13, 2006, S. 2453 passed the
Senate Judiciary Committeehy a vote -of I0-8. The bill awaits action by the ful( Senate.- Should
the full Senate consider S. 2453, I will be sure to keep your views in mind.

Please be assured that I understand your concerns. As we face new threats and tactics never seen
before, we must continue to be vigilant of the civil liberties enumerated to us in the Constitution.
However, I believe that the President must have all options available to him under the law at a
time when terrorist cells are developing within our communities and threatening our beliefs and
values. It is my belief that the NSA program is narrowly focused and targeted at terrorists. I
understand that the program only applies to communications where one party is located outside
of the United States, and communications are only intercepted if there is a reasonable basis to
believe that one party to the communication is a member of or affiliated with al Qaeda.

D AliENTOWN D ALTOONA D COUDERSPORT D ERIE D HARRlSBURG D PHILADEIYHIA D PITTSBURGH D SCRP,.NTON
3802 Federal Office BuildIng RegenC!'Square 81 MalVin Hill Road 1705 West 26th SITeet 555Walnut Street Widener BuildIng 100 West StatJonSquareDr 527 Unden SITeet

504 West Hamilton StTeet Suite 202 Coudersport. PA 16915 Erie. PA 16508 Firs! Flool One South Penn Square Landmarks Building Scranton. PA 18503
Allentown, PA 18105 Route 220 North (814) 274-9773 (814) 454-7114 Hamsburg. PA 1710 1 Suite 960 Suite 250 (570) 344-8799(610) 770-0142 Altoona. PA 16601 (717) 231-7540 Philadelphia, PA 19107 Pittsburgh. PA 15219

(814) 946-7023 (215) 864-6900 (412) 562-0533




